The Superpowers and the Middle East
did not result from some kind of misunderstanding or inadequate under-
standing of one another by the sides.
Nor is this just a local conflict. The events that took place recently in
the Middle East in connection with the armed conflict between Israel and
the Arab states should be considered precisely in the context of the general
international situation,
I would not like to go into details, but basic facts have to be men-
tioned in order to give a correct assessment of what has happened.
What were the main features in relations between Israel and the Arab
countries during the past year? Those were the continuously increasing
tension and the mounting scale of attacks by Israeli troops against one or
another of its neighbours.
On Nov. 25, 1966, the Security Council censured the Government of
Israel for a carefully planned "large-scale military action** against Jordan
in violation of the United Nations Charter, and warned that if such ac-
tions were repeated the Security Council would have to consider "further
and more effective steps as envisaged in the Charter."
Israel, however, did not wish to draw a lesson.
L&st April 7, Israeli troops staged an attack against the territory of the
Syrian Arab Republic. This was a large-scale military operation involving
planes, tanks and artillery. Following this, Israel provoked new military
incidents on its border with Jordan.
At the time, a number of states warned Israel once more that it would
be held responsible for the consequences of the policy it was pursuing.
But even then the Israeli Government did not reconsider its course. Its
political leaders openly threatened 'broader military actions against the
Arab countries'. The Prime Minister of Israel made it clear that the April
armed attack on Syria was not to be the final measure and that Israel
itself would choose the methods and the time for new similar actions. On
May 9, 1967, the Israeli Parliament empowered the Government of Israel
to carry out military operations against Syria. Israeli troops began to
advance to the Syrian borders and mobilization was effected.
At tttt time, information started to come to the Soviet Government,
and I think not only to us, that the Israeli Government planned to strike
a swift blow against Syria at the end of May with the aim of smashing it
aad! then to transfer hostilities to the territory of the United Arab Re-
public.
Wfcen Hie war preparatioBs had entered the final stage, tfce Government
of Israel suddenly began to pronomice, both confidentially and publicly,
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